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The�Lamb,�the�Shepherd�and�the�Gate

Throughout� salvation� history,� the� image� of� Jesus� as�
Shepherd�and�the�people�who�follow�the�Lord�as�the�sheep�of�
His� �ock,� has� been� a� revered,� iconic� way� of� re�ecting� on�
relationship.�On�this�Good�Shepherd�Sunday,�we�re�ect�not�
only� on� the�Good�Shepherd� lovingly� taking� care� of� us,�His�
sheep,�but�also�on�how�Jesus�expanded�our�understanding�of�
the�relationship�He�offers�to�each�of�us.

In� today’s� Gospel� from� John,� Jesus� reminds� us� of� that�
shepherd-sheep�relationship,�that�as�Shepherd�He�knows�us�
individually.�He�calls�us�by�name.�And�He�cares�for�us,�leading�
us� to�where�we� should� go� and� going� ahead� of� us� as� both�
example�and�protector.

St.�Peter,�in�both�his�speech�in�the�Acts�of�the�Apostles�and�in�
his� letter� in� the� Second�Reading,� reminds� us� that� belief� in�
Jesus�is�our�goal.�He�was�cruci)ed�for�us,�thus�He�is�not�only�
our�Shepherd,�but� the�Sacri)cial�Lamb�that� takes�away�our�
sins.� Those� sins� were� us� actively� straying� from� the� Good�
Shepherd.�His�saving�act�of�death�and�resurrection�calls�us�
back�into�His��ock,�where�we�must�actively�listen�to�and�follow�
His�guiding�voice.�

Modern�society�would�have�us�believe�that�being�a�sheep�is�
a�bad� thing,� following�along� in�a�group,�supposedly�without�
thinking.�Modern�society,�of�course,�gets� it�wrong.�Scripture�
shows� us� that� being� a� sheep� of�God’s� �ock� is� not� without�
thinking.� It’s�actively� listening� to� the�Word�and�accepting� it.�
Sure,�in�today’s�age�if�we�follow�along�with�the�crowd,�it�is�a�
bad�thing�if�we�aren’t�paying�attention�to�what�we’re�actually�
following.� If� it’s�not� the� loving�voice�of�our�Good�Shepherd,�
then�nothing�good�can�come�of�it.

And�thus�we�return�to�today’s�Gospel�for�one�more�beautiful�
image,�where�Jesus� tells�us�He� is� the�gate.�We�can�easily�
understand�a�Sacri)cial�Lamb,�giving�His�life�to�save�ours.�We�
can�easily�understand�Good�Shepherd,� leading�and�guiding�
us�with�love�and�care.�But�a�gate?�A�passageway?�More�than�
that,� the� passageway� —� to� good� pasture,� to� salvation,� to�
having�life�and�having�it�more�abundantly�in�the�world�to�come.

As�Peter�exhorts�the�people�to�repent�and�be�baptized�so�as�
to�receive�the�gift�of�the�Holy�Spirit,�so�that,�free�from�sin,�we�
might�live�for�righteousness,�it�becomes�readily�apparent�that�
Jesus�—� the�Good�Shepherd,� the�Lamb�of�God�who� takes�
away�our�sins,�the�Gate�by�which�we�enter�into�the�salvation�
of�Heaven�—�that�He�alone�is�the�Way,�the�Truth�and�Life.�Let�
us�)nd�our�way�to�the�glory�of�the�Father�through�Him,�with�
Him�and�in�Him.

By�Mike�Karpus
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